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Intent of Central Oregon
Cattlemen

THOUSANDS ARE  SLAIN

Conspirator Describes Wanton |

Killing of Thoroughbreds.

INDUSTRY IS BEING RUINED

One Man Has Already Met His Death;
Others Will Not Speak Out for
Fear of Meeting a Like
 Fate.

PRINEVILLE, Or., Dec. 10.—(Special
correspondence.)—Six thousand head of
sheep slaughtered, of an approximate
value of $20,000, without a single indict-
ment from the grand jury, is the record
of the past season in Central Oregon.

Criminal operatiops of such magnitude
seem serious, and are serlous, although
one living among the conditions is apt to
overlook this phase, for the reason that
business interests of all kinds are very
badly impregnated with the feeling from
one or the other of the viewpoints, and
during the past two years sympathy or
criticilsm has been dealt out with caution,
and in all cases the ears receiving them
must be known.

The feeling becomes more acute as each
ranging season opens, and as a result of
the continued depredations, many of the
sheepmen have found it necessary to dis-
pose of their herds.,

Examination of the Sheep.

Although the first organized bands of
sheepshooters were for the express pur-
pose of protecting the range from 3o-
called outside sheep, their efforts have
never been directed at anything but the

| apparent extermination of home sheep,
that all public range could thus be con-

served for the individual use of the cat-
tleman, to the exclusion of all other
classeg of stock.

At different times in the past the cattle
interests have been accused of ha.vi g an
organization which has Dbe gl ible:
for these depredatmna. but each time tha

answer would come back:

*“We are not guilty, and cannot pnsaib!y
furnish you a clew, unless it is some ir-
responsible parties who have wantonly
killed your stock without cause”

This answer has been a makeshift to

herald to: the outside world, in lieu of

‘anything more definite, but the past sea-

son has demonstrated that such is not

the case, but instead it has been proven

that the counties of Crook, Lake and
Grant are the homes of organized bands
of sheepshooters, organized from among
representative cattlemen, who: co-operate
with one another in their depredatory

1 acts,

Conspiracy Ils Widespread.

The Silver Lake shootings of last Spring
furniched an example of the distances
traveled by some In co-operating with
others of the band, when cartridge boxes
were found with a Prineville firm's cost
mark on them, although the scene of the
shooting was 125 miles from here. At
that time two affairs followed each other
in quick succession, resulting in the
slaughter of over 4000 head of sheep, and
were probably also responsible for the
death of Creed Conn, the Silver lLake
merchant, whose definite knowledge of
the affair became known and feared
through his criticisms.

The writer has been fortunate in get-
ting the story of a sheepshooting affair
from a participant, and the fact that it
was unsolicited enables him to give it
without any qualms of conscience. His

story follows:

Tale of a Sheep-Shooter.

“About 3 o'clock in the afternoon the
scoute that had been posted during the
entire day had ascertained that the herder
was alone and unarmed, and that we ran
no chances in getting possession of his
band. This was done by our party, num-
bering some dozen men, after we had
indulged in a few preliminaries, such as
firing off our guns and giving vent to a
few oaths, just to make the poor cuss
stand pat, for if he had attempted to run
we would have had to kill him. He was
bound and gagged to prevent his getting

away and giving the alarm, and was |

then placed by the side of a tree.

“The band of sheep, numbering about

2000, was then driven to a corral o
deeded land, which was done for a doub
purpose, as we could then shoot without

| their scattering, and we could also point
theyi
were on deeded land, and whoever k!llﬁdi

the carcasses and say: ‘Well,
them did so merely as an act prn;ecting
thelr own property.” We then knelt with
our knees on the g'rqunq_ that every shot
from our 30-30's might take effect in
more than one sheep, and thus save am-
munition. In this manner more than 1500
shots - were flred, and as a result 1200
sheep were killed.

“Those of the band that succeeded in
getting away were without a herder for
two days, and many Succumbed to the
attacks of the voyotes.

“Yes, we had our faces blackened, so
that we could not be recognized, and it
was a veritable picnic. Had everything
our own way from start to finish. You're
d—d right, that sheepman Wwill "never
get within miles of our range agaln,
that's a sinch.”

Not All Cattlemen lmpllcated

The shooting descrlbed was that in
which Morrow & Keenan, ut Willow
Creek, representative aheepman nf this

J

. Another Russian fleet announced

- Postmaster-General

county, suffered a loss of about 1000 head

of thoroughbred "and 1illustrates

sheep,

crowd. I do not mean to say that all
cattlemen are implicated in these affairs,
but there are certainly few exceptions.
It has been said that when a cattieman
refuses to countenance their acts he in-
curg their enmity and is rated with a
shegpman. Other cattlemen who do not
care to run the chances of detection by
active participation ‘‘show their colors”
by contributing cartridges, and sometimes
information, thus ‘“‘working in with the
gang.'’

Suchs#ets are-terv satueally tending to
desfrny a legitimate industry of this sec-
“tion that has the full protection of the
law the world over, save in a few isolated
‘Western localities. The past season has
witnessed over 50,000 sheep of Crook
County's total of 200,000 pass into outside
hands, and if the attitude of the cattle-
men doe® not change, in another season
this ‘number will be more than doubled.
In the end, all ranges contested for will
pass into the hands of the cattlemen,
and, as nearly the whole of Central Ore-
gon's ranging - lands come under this
head, it means the practical extermina-
tion of an industry that has brought more
dollars, . two to one, into this section
than any other two industries.. Certainly
the ends do not justify the means, but,
unless conditions change, what can be
done? C. B.°“W.

LARGEST VOTE FOR PRESIDENT

Roonfve'lt Defeated Parker by 2,546,-
169 Ballots.

NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—The Times to-
morrow will say: A canvass by the Times

of the popular vote at the last Presi-.

dential election, complete except as to
one county in Tennessee, and four coun-
ties In Michigan, where estimates are
given, shows that President Roosevelt de-
feated Judge Parker by 2546,169. He
polled the largest vote ever given a Presi-
dent of the United States, 7,640,560. This
Is more than 400,000 in excess of the vote
cast for McKinley in 1900.

The official figures for Missouri show
that Roosevelt carried that state by 25,600,

In Maryland one Repuhﬁicawﬂlectnr re-

ceived the Jargest vote, byt THis colleagues °

were defeated. The Democrats of Mary-
land, therefore, will have seven votes in
the Electoral Cnllegg, while the Repub-'
licans will have only one.

A comparison with the vote table of 1900 {

shows a marked change in the Socialist
vote. Debs, the candidate of the party
that yvear, was also this year's candidate,
and his vote shows an. increase of more
than 300,000. Watson, the Populist candi-
date, ran strongest in his own state,

Georgia, where he received 22,6385 votes.
He received most of his votes in the South

and West, but only one vote was cast for

him in Bnuth Carolina.
The total vote is glven as 13034119 1and
that for each of the Pmldential
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Gage Has the Rheum,ﬁi.

NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—-Ex—ﬂtc
the Treasury, Lyman J. Gag¢
his home in this city. His ¢ tion to-
day as such that aonly lnt.ima.];g friends
were admitted to see him. He is suf-
fering from inflammatory roneumatism.
It was stated tonight that he.i8 resting
comfortably and hoped to be up In a
few days.

CONTENTS OF TODAY'S PAPER

The Weather.
TODAY'S—Cloudy. with occasional rain; south.
erly winds,

YESTERDAY'S—Maximum temperature, 80
deg.: minimum, 42, Precipitation, 0.78 inch.
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Secretary Metcalf, of the Department of Com-
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Oregon Senators assured of support of rivers
and harbors committee, Page 1.
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the Senate this week. Page .
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French engincer gays Panama Canal will
eventually be bullt at sea level. Page 4.
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with much favor. ‘FPage 4 .

Domestic,

Sailor frozen in rigging cannot be removed by
lifesavers north of Cape Hatteras. Page 3.
Ocean liners bring stories of heavy passages

from Europe. Page 3.
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Four of crew of fishing schooner lose lives on.

north end of Cape Cod. Page J.

Monument over grave of Jim Bridged, the
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Mo, Page 1,
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Pat Crowe and hias pal. Page 4.

Rooaevelt polled largest vote ever
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The Chadwick Case,
Mrs. Chadwick will not attempt to leave the
Tombs at present. Page 3.

Creditors of Cleveland woman will get a mill
and a fraction on the dollar. Page 3.

Dr. Chadwick surprised that Carnegie's mm
is linked with wife's. Page 3.
Pacific Coast, 4
Cattlemen of Central Oregon in conspiracy to
destroy sheep industry by force, Page 1.

Unknown man commits suicide by leaping
from Oregon City suspension bridge. Page J.
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